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What is Claimed i s : 

\ 1 • A system in which an interact: 
television program guide is implemented on us^r 
television equipment comprising: 

means for monitoring a user" 
interactions with the interactive televisi/on program 
guide to determine the user f s interests; /and 

means for presenting targeted 
advertising to the user with the interactive television 
program guide based on the user's interests. 



2. The system defined/in claim 1 wherein 
the means for presenting furthest comprises means for 
presenting targeted advert/si^g that contains text, 

3, The system iiefifoed in claim 1 wherein 
the means for presentingTttfcs^^ie}: comprises means for 
presenting targeted advertising that contains graphics 



4. The j^ystem defined in claim 1 wherein 
the means for presenting further comprises means for 
presenting targeted advertising that contains video, 

5. / The system defined in claim 1 further 
comprising/a set-top box on which the interactive 
television program guide is implemented. 



6. The system defined in claim 1 further 
Jrising: 

a television distribution facility for 
.stributing television programming to the user 
television equipment; and 
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a video server located in the televisior 
distribution facility for providing targeted 
advertisements containing video, 

7. The system defined in claim 1 further 
comprising: 

a television distribution facility for 
distributing television programming to the ireer 
television equipment; 

a plurality of network nojdes for use in 
providing the television programming tc/ the user 
television equipment; and 

video servers lo^at^fl at some of the 
networks nodes for providing tatcp^Jd advertisements 
containing video . 

8. The system dfefined in claim 1 wherein 
the means for presenting/further comprises means for 
displaying a browse display region that contains a 
targeted advertisement. 



TKe system defined in claim 1 wherein 
resenting further comprises means for 



9* 

the means for 
displaying 



et reminders>'screen that contains a 
targeted ady^er tTi s ementf 



the means 



10. The system defined in claim 1 wherein 
for presenting further comprises means for 



displ^ingj^£emi^ that contains a targeted 

advertisement ♦ 



11. The system defined in claim 1 wherein 
the means for presenting further comprises means/for 
displaying a by time screen that contains a targeted 
advertisement . 

12. The system defined in claii^ 1 wherein 
the means for presenting further comprises means for 
displaying a select start time pay-pe^-view purchasing 
screen that contains a targeted advertisement, 



13. The systemdefi 



the means for presenting 
displaying an order revi 
targeted advertisement. 



fUJ 



iW 



in claim 1 wherein 
er comprises means for 
een that contains a 



14. The system defined in claim 1 wherein 
the means for presenting further comprises means for 
displaying a targeted pay-per-view ordering screen that 
contains a targeted advertisement, 

15/ The system defined in claim 1 wherein 
the means ©br presenting further comprises means for 
displaying a targeted set reminders screen that 
contains/a targeted advertisement. 



16. The system defined in claim 1 wherein 
the means for presenting further comprises means for 
displaying a navigator screen that contains a targeted 
advertisement . 



' 17. The system defined in claim 1 further 

comprising means for displaying a by channel program 
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listings screen that contains program listings for, 
particular channel and that contains a targeted 
advertisement* 

18. The system defined in claim Y wherein 
the means for presenting further comprise/ means for 
displaying a program promotion screen that contains a 
targeted advertisement, 

19. The system defined/in claim 1 wherein 
the means for presenting further comprises means for 
displaying a pay-per-vie/^rpgram information screen 



that contains a targeted 



advertisement , 



20. The systz^fe de\f ined in claim 1 wherein 
the means for monitoring further comprises means for 
determining whether/ the user has watched a given 
television program for more than a predetermined time. 

21. /The system defined in claim 1 wherein 
the means fo/ monitoring further comprises means for 
determining whether a reminder has been set by the user 
for a particular program. 



22. The system defined in claim 1 wherein 
the iheans for monitoring further comprises means for 
determining whether the user has taken steps toward 
px/rchasing a particular program. 



I 23. The system defined in claim 1 wherein 

the means for monitoring further comprises means for 
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determining whether the user has purchased a particular 
program. 

24. The system defined in claim 1 where/n 
the means for monitoring further comprises means/for 
determining whether the user has taken steps tg>ward 
recording a particular program. 

25. The system defined in claizfi 1 wherein 
the means for monitoring further comprises means for 
determining whether the user has selected certain 
categories of programs of interest 



26. The system 
the means for monitoring 
determining whether the 
programs scheduled to b; 
time . 



fed in claim 1 wherein 
sr comprises means for 
las viewed information on 
:ast at a particular 



27. Th4 system defined in claim 1 wherein 
the means for monitoring further comprises means for 
determining wither the user has viewed information on 
programs scheduled to be broadcast on a particular 
channel . 



28. The system defined in claim 1 wherein 
the me&ns for monitoring further comprises means for 
determining whether the user has defined user 
preferences in the program guide that are indicative of 
thp user's interests. 
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29. The system defined in claim 1 wherein 
the means for presenting further comprises means for 
displaying a flip display region that contains - ^ 
targeted advertisement. 

30. The system defined in cla<tm 1 wherein 
the means for presenting further comprises means for 
displaying < a - navigator coroon that yjonta ^RS, a prompt 



for setting a reminder for 
has automatically selectee 
interests . 



*orrti 

projjtam that the system 
on the user's 



31. The sy^Cem^ele£iiied in claim 1 wherein 
the means for presenting further comprises means for 
displaying a movie listings screen that contains a 
targeted advertisement. 



32. The system defined in claim 1 wherein 
the me^ns for presenting^ urther comprises means for 
presenting a^ movic aiformatio n screen that contains a 
raeo advertisement . 



33. Tfee^system defined in claim 1 wherein 
the means for presenting^^ui^^ comprises means for 
presenting a movie information scr&eR^that contains a 
video advertisement and a targeted advertisements 



34. The system/defined in claim JL 
the means for presentijijgJ«-fiaTXher comprises means for 
presenting a.J£>B^p^-^h^U^^±es listings screen that 
corrtairrg^ a targeted advertisement. 



35. The system defined in claim 1 wherein / 
the means for presenting further comprises means toj 
displaying a targeted advertisement over a currently- 
displayed television program. / 

36. The system defined in claim 1 /further 
comprising: / 

means for allowing the user to set a 
reminder for a program; / 

means for displaying a /targeted 
advertisement on top of the program /tor which the 
reminder was set; / 

means for providing the user with an 
opportunity to request additional information related 
to the displayed targeted advert*! semen t; and 

means for displaying additional 
information related to the/dife^l^yed targeted 
advertisement when the us4r requests more information. 

37. The system defined in claim 1 wherein 
the means for presenting further comprises means for 
displaying a targeted advertisement that is an active 
object. / 

38. /The system defined in claim 1 wherein 
the means foy presenting further comprises means for 
displaying ar targeted advertisement to the user that 
contains targeted product information. 

/ 39. The system defined in claim 1 wherein 
the means for presenting further comprises means for 
displaying a targeted advertisement to the user that 



• 
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contains targeted product information and an associated, 
selectable purchase option. 



LJ 



40. The system defined in claim 1 wherein 
the means for presenting further comprises means/ for 
displaying a targeted advertisement to the use/ that 
contains targeted product information and an/associated 
additional information option, 

41. The system defined in c^aim 1 wherein 
the means for presenting further comprises: 

means for displaying a relatively small 
targeted advertisement to they 

means for allowing the user to select 
the displayed relativel^s^atfi targeted advertisement; 
and 



means for ^displaying a corresponding 
substantially full-screen targeted advertisement 
containing video to tbfe user when the user selects the 
displayed relatively^ small targeted advertisement. 



42. 

comprising me 
with attribut 



an 



Thfe system defined in claim 1 further 

for providing the targeted advertising 
tags . 



4?. The system defined in claim 1 further 
comprising/means for providing the targeted advertising 
with channel tags. 



44, The system defined in claim 1 further 
comprising means for providing the targeted advertising 
with/broadcast time tags. 
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45. The system defined in claim 1 furthe 
comprising means for providing the targeted advertising 
with program tags. 



if* 



hi 



46. A method for displaying targeted 
advertising using an interactive television program 
guide implemented on user television equipment, 
comprising the steps of: 

monitoring a user's interactions with 
the interactive television progr^ti guide to determine 
the user's interests; and 

presenting/^ar^eted advertising to the 
user with the interactive television program guide 
based on the user's intenes'ts 

47. The method defined in claim 46 wherein 
the step of presenting further comprises the step of 
presenting targeted advertising that contains text. 



48. /The method defined in claim 4 6 wherein 
the step of presenting further comprises the step of 
presenting X ar 9eted advertising that contains graphics, 

49. The method defined in claim 4 6 wherein 
the stej^ of presenting further comprises the step of 
presenting targeted advertising that contains video. 



50. The method defined in claim 4 6 further 
comprising the step of providing the interactive 
television program guide using a set-top box. 
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51. The method defined in claim 4 6 furthei/ 
comprising the steps of: / 

distributing television programming^ to 
the user television equipment with a television / 
distribution facility; and / 

providing targeted advertisements 
containing video using a video server located in the 
television distribution facility. / 

52. The method defined in claim 46 further 
comprising the steps of: / 

distributing television programming to 
the user television equipment wit If a television 
distribution facility; /^v 

providing thef television programming to 
the user television equipmrfn£ tasing a plurality of 
network nodes; and 1 

providino/targ^ted advertisements 
containing video using/Video servers located at some of 
the networks nodes. / 

53. The method defined in claim 4 6 wherein 
the step of presenting further comprises the step of 
displaying a hfowse display region that contains a 
targeted advertisement. 

754. The method defined in claim 4 6 wherein 
the step/of presenting further comprises the step of 
displaying a set reminders screen that contains a 
targeted advertisement. 
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55. The method defined in claim 4 6 whereii 
the step of presenting further comprises the step 
displaying a reminders screen that contains a targeted 
advertisement . 

56. The method defined in claim A6 wherein 
the step of presenting further comprises ytfiie step of 
displaying a by time screen that contains a targeted 
advertisement . 



m 



57. The method defined/in claim 4 6 wherein 
the step of presenting further efomprises the step of 
displaying a select start tpaY pay-per-view purchasing 
screen that contains a tardWt4d advertisement. 

58. The metho^f d^tiried in claim 4 6 wherein 
the step of presenting/further comprises the step of 
displaying an order review screen that contains a 
targeted advertisement. 



59. The method defined in claim 4 6 wherein 
the step of presenting further comprises the step of 
displaying a/ targeted pay-per-view ordering screen that 
contains a/targeted advertisement. 

60. The method defined in claim 4 6 wherein 
the strfp of presenting further comprises the step of 
displaying a targeted set reminders screen that 
contains a targeted advertisement. 



61. The method defined in claim 46 wherein 
thfe step of presenting further comprises the step of 
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displaying a navigator screen that contains a target^ 
advertisement , 

62. The method defined in claim 46 fu/ther 
comprising the step of displaying a by channel ^program 
listings screen that contains program listing^ for a 
particular channel and that contains a targeted 
advertisement 

63. The method defined in oZaim 4 6 wherein 
the step of presenting further comprises the step of 
displaying a program promotion screen that contains a 
targeted advertisement. 

64. The method dofe£n£d in claim 4 6 wherein 
the step of presenting ha^t^er ^comprises the step of 
displaying a pay-per-view/ph^m information screen 
that contains a targeteca advertisement. 

65. The method defined in claim 4 6 wherein 
the step of monitoring further comprises the step of 
determining whether the user has watched a given 
television program for more than a predetermined time. 

66^. The method defined in claim 4 6 wherein 
the step ot monitoring further comprises the step of 
determining whether a reminder has been set by the user 
for a particular program. 



67. The method defined in claim 4 6 wherein 
the step of monitoring further comprises the step of 
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determining whether the user has taken steps towairti 
purchasing a particular program* / 

68. The method defined in claim 4 6/wherein 
the step of monitoring further comprises ther step of 
determining whether the user has purchased/ a particular 
program. / 

69. The method defined in Alaim 4 6 wherein 
the step of monitoring further comp/ises the step of 
determining whether the user has t^aken steps toward 
recording a particular program. / 

70. The. method de*£iried in claim 4 6 wherein 
the step of monitoring N ^^cher\ comprises the step of 
determining whether the has selected certain 
categories of programs /of interest. 

71. The ifiethod defined in claim 4 6 wherein 
the step of monitoring further comprises the step of 
determining whetmer the user has viewed information on 
programs scheduled to be broadcast at a particular 
time. / 

y72. The method defined in claim 4 6 wherein 
the step /of monitoring further comprises the step of 
determining whether the user has viewed information on 
programs scheduled to be broadcast on a particular 
channel . 

/ 73. The method defined in claim 4 6 wherein 

the step of monitoring further comprises the step of 
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determining whether the user has defined user 
preferences in the program guide that are indicate 
the user's interests* 

74. The method defined in claim 4^ wherein 
the step of presenting further comprises Jme step of 
displaying a flip display region that contains a 
targeted advertisement. 

75. The method defirf^jd/in claim 4 6 wherein 
the step of presenting further Comprises the step of 
displaying . a -n av i gat o r ccro o ^tMat containo a prompt 
for setting a reminder for/as^r^gram that has been 
automatically selected based on the user's interests. 

76. The irfethod defined in claim 46 wherein 
the step of presorting further comprises the step of 
displaying a mefvie listings screen that contains a 
targeted advertisement. 



the 



77. The method defined in claim 4 6 wherein 
ep of presenting further comprises the step of 
io i nformation screen that contains a 
v4/deo advertisement . 



presenting a'-a 



78. "^H^method defined in claim 46 wherein 
the step of presenting^trr-y^r^comprises the step of 
presenting a movie information screeir-fel^t contains a 
video advertisement and a targeted adverti; 



79. The methbdjdef ine d in claim 4fi^ uU^^=^rrr 
the step ofpresent^^ the step of 



# 
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presenting a pay-per-view movies listings screen the 
contains a targeted advertisement. 

80. The method defined in claim 4 6 wherein 
the step of presenting further comprises the >^tep of 
displaying a targeted advertisement over a emrrently- 
displayed television program. 



o 



81. The method defined in c/aim 46 further 
comprising the steps of: 

allowing the user t$/ set a reminder for 

a program; 

displaying a jjfatffeted advertisement on 
top of the program for whicH/the^ reminder was set; 

providing tMe\\^s^r with an opportunity 
to request additional information related to the 
displayed targeted advertisement; and 

displaying additional information 
related to the displayed targeted advertisement when 
the user requests/more information. 



82. /The method defined in claim 4 6 wherein 
the step of presenting further comprises the step of 
displaying/a targeted advertisement that is an active 
object . 



83. The method defined in claim 46 wherein 
the sytep of presenting further comprises the step of 
displaying a targeted advertisement to the user that 
contains targeted product information. 
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84. The method defined in claim 4 6 wherein 
the step of presenting further comprises the step (/f 
displaying a targeted advertisement to the user that 
contains targeted product information and an associated 
selectable purchase option. 

85. The method defined in claim/4 6 wherein 
the step of presenting further comprises/the step of 
displaying a targeted advertisement to/the user that 
contains targeted product informatiqK and an associated 
additional information option. 



in claim 4 6 wherein 
rises the steps of: 
ely small targeted 



86. The method defl 
the step of presenting furtt^fr cor 

displaying ya f^J.ati 
advertisement to the us< 

allowing the user to select the 
displayed relatively/small targeted advertisement; and 

displaying a corresponding substantially 
full-screen targeted advertisement containing video to 
the user when t*he user selects the displayed relatively 
small targeted advertisement. 



S7. The method defined in claim 4 6 further 
comprising the step of providing the targeted 
advertising with attribute tags. 



/ 88. The method defined in claim 4 6 further 

comj/rising the step of providing the targeted 
advertising with channel tags. 



# 
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89. The method defined in claim 4 6 further 
comprising the step of providing the targeted 
advertising with broadcast time tags. 

90. The method defined in claim 4 6/£urther 
comprising the step of providing the target* 
advertising with program tags 

91. A system in which an interactive 
television program guide is implemented on user 
television equipment, comprising; 

means for monitoring a user's 
interactions with the interactive television program 
guide to determine the user'/s interests; and 

means for t^i/htf a targeted action in 
the interactive televisicW^ro^ram guide based on those 
interests . 

92. The system defined in claim 91 wherein 
the means for takincf the targeted action further 
comprises means for automatically setting a program 
reminder based on the user's interests. 



93/ The system defined in claim 91 wherein 
the means f6r taking the targeted action further 
comprises/means for automatically presenting the user 
with an Opportunity to set a program reminder that is 
based pn the user's interests. 



/ 94. The system defined in claim 91 wherein 

the' means for taking the targeted action further 
coniiprises means for offering a pay-per-view event for 
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purchase to the user that is based on the user* 
interests. 



95. A method for taking targeted actions in 



>rograip< juide implemented on 
ising the steps of: 
user's interactions with 
rogram guide to determine 



an interactive televisio 
user television equipme 

monitori 
the interactive tel 
the user's inte 

taking a targeted action in the 
interacti^ television program guide based on those 
inte 

«S 

96. The method defined in claim 91 wherein 
the step taking the targeted action further 
comprises thp step of automatically setting a program 

on the user's interests. 



reminder bas« 



AC 



97. Tl^e method defined in claim 9^ wherein 
the step of takingvthe targeted action further 
comprises the step of automatically presenting the user 
with an opportunity t\ set a program reminder that is 
based on the user's interests. 



98. The method Refined in claim _9>- wherein 
the step of taking the targeted action further 
comprises the step of offerings pay-per-view event for 
purchase to the user that is bas^d on the user's 
interests. 



# 
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99. A system in which an interactiv^ 
television program guide is implemented on user 
television equipment, comprising: / 

means for monitoring a user Vs 
interactions with the interactive television program 
guide to determine the user's interests/ and 

means for displaying targeted 
advertising based on the user's interests with the 
program guide; and / 

means for monitoring which 
advertisements are displayed by t/he program guide; and 

means for transmitting information on 
which advertisements are di^pTfeyed to a central 
facility, I / ) 

100. The syste^cje£i)ied in claim 99 further 
comprising means for maintaining a monitoring record 
containing information/ on which advertisements are 
displayed, / 

101. The/ system defined in claim 100 wherein 
the means for maintaining the monitoring record further 
comprises means/ for maintaining an advertisement 
identifier thart: identifies each targeted advertisement 
that is displayed in the monitoring record. 

/l02. The system defined in claim 100 wherein 
the means for maintaining the monitoring record further 
comprises means for maintaining information on the date 
and time of the display of each targeted advertisement 
in tne monitoring record. 
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103. The system defined in claim 100 wherein 
the means for maintaining the monitoring record ^ftorther 
comprises means for maintaining information^dn the 
location in the program guide in which^ach targeted 
advertisement is displayed in th^irfonitoring record* 



104. The sy£*€m defined in claim 100 wherein 
the means for maintaining the monitoring record further 
comprises mpatffs for maintaining information on the 
reason^that each targeted advertisement was displayed 
by^fene program guide in the monitoring record. 

105. A method for using an interactive, 
television program guide implemented on user television 
equipment to monitor the effectiveness of targeted 
advertising, comprising the steps of: 

monitoring a user's infractions with 
the interactive television program^uide to determine 
the user's interests; 



displayin 
the user's interests wi 

monitor 
displayed by the program 



tajxfeted advertising based on 
r e program guide; 
g wliich advertisements are 
/de ; and 



fansmitting information on which 
advertisement^ are displayed to a central facility. 



106. The method defined in claim 105 further 
comprising the step of maintaining a monitoring record 
containing information on which advertisements are 
displayed. 



# 
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107. The method defined in claim 106 whereii 
the step of maintaining the monitoring record fua 
comprises the step of maintaining an advertisement 
identifier that identifies each target^a advertisement 
that is displayed in the rqonrtorj^rg record. 



108. The me thtedl defined in claim 106 wherein 
the step of maintaining the^monitoring record further 
comprises th^-Step of maintaining information on the 
date anytime of the display of each targeted 
advertisement in the monitoring record. 

G> V iQ9. The method defined in claim 106 wherei 
the step of maintaining the monitoring record further 
comprises the step of maintaining inf ormation^cJh the 
location in the program guide in which e^cfh targeted 
advertisement is displayed in the mop^Ttoring record. 




110. The method defined in claim 106 wherein 
the step of maintainii^g^the monitoring record further 
comprises the st£p<of maintaining information on the 
reasons that^ach targeted advertisement was displayed 
by the gje^gram guide in the monitoring record. 



1V€ 



111. A system in which an interact: 
television program guide is impiemented^ofr^user 
television equipment, <z6mj 

means fbr mjbtffitoring a user's 
interactions with t^&-mnBeractive television program 
guide to dete^ailie thg^userv 1 s interests; 

means for taking targeted actions in the 
pr9^am guide based on the user's interests; 
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means for monitoring which target* 
actions are taken by the program guide; and 

means for transmitting inform^rrxon on 
which targeted actions are taken by the program guide 
to a central facility. 



112. The syster 
comprising means for mai} 
containing information 
taken in the program gi 



-defined in claim 111 further 
Ltai^virng a monitoring record 
ch targeted actions are 



113. The/system>iefined in claim 112 wherein 
the means for maintaining the monitoring record further 
comprises means/ for maintaining in the monitoring 
record an identifier that identifies each targeted 
action that As taken in the program guide. 



114. The system defined in claim 112 wherein 
the meafis for maintaining the monitoring record further 
comprises means for maintaining in the monitoring 
record information on the date and time each targeted 
actaon is taken in the program guide. 

— ; US. The system defined in claim 112 where; 

the means for maintaining the monitoring recpxd^further 
comprises means for maintaining inJi^e^Tnonitoring 
record information on the loe^Eion in the program guide 
in which each target^eKaction is taken. 



f6. The system defined in claim 112 wherein 
the m^ahs for maintaining the monitoring record further 
cor^rises means for maintaining information on the 
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reasons that. each targeted action was taken in the 
monitoring record. 

117. A method for using an interactive/ 
television program guide implemented on user television 
equipment, comprising the steps of: / 

monitoring a user's interactions with 
the interactive television program guide tp determine 
the user's interests; / 

taking targeted actions An the program 
guide based on the user's interests; / 

monitoring which targeted actions are 
taken in the program guide based op the user's 
interest; and / 

transmitting information on which 
targeted actions are taken to /a\ central facility. 

118. The methdd.dfef iAed in claim 117 further 
comprising the step of ma/rvbairiing a monitoring record 
containing information am which targeted actions are 
taken. / 

119. The inethod defined in claim 118 wherein 
the step of maintaining the monitoring record further 
comprises the stfep of maintaining in the monitoring 
record an identifier that identifies each targeted 
action taken / 

/120. The method defined in claim 118 wherein 
the steR/of maintaining the monitoring record further 
comprises the step of maintaining information in the 



# 
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e date and Lime each Largfetfed 



<Sw b <5 ^ 12 1. The method defined in claim 118 wher«u> 
the step of maintaining the monitoring record £ufther 
comprises the step of maintaining information in the 
monitoring record on the location ijj^tfhe program guide 
in which each targeted action i^taken, 



122. The m^jfetfbd defined in claim 118 wherein 
the step of maintaining the monitoring record further 
comprises th^step of maintaining information in the 
monitorimg'record on the reasons that each targeted 
actiojr'was taken in the program guide. 



